
Culture And The Fear Of Airborne Attack In
Inter War Britain
In the years between the two World Wars, a new kind of threat emerged
that would forever change the course of history—the fear of airborne
attack. With the advent of aviation technology, the possibility of devastating
aerial bombardments became a grim reality, casting a long shadow over
the lives of people around the world.

Nowhere was this fear more palpable than in Britain. As an island nation
with a long and proud naval tradition, Britain had always been vulnerable to
attack from the sea. But the rise of air power posed a new and
unprecedented threat, one that could strike at the heart of the country with
devastating speed and efficiency.
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The British government responded to this threat with a mix of urgency and
trepidation. On the one hand, they recognized the need to invest heavily in
air defenses. On the other hand, they were acutely aware of the potential
for mass panic if the public became aware of the full extent of the danger.

As a result, the government adopted a policy of downplaying the threat of
airborne attack. This policy was reflected in the way that the media
reported on the issue. Newspapers and magazines were discouraged from
publishing stories that could cause undue alarm. The government also
censored films and other forms of entertainment that depicted the horrors
of aerial warfare.

Despite the government's efforts to suppress information about the threat of
airborne attack, the public was not fooled. People were well aware of the
dangers posed by air power, and they were understandably anxious about
the possibility of being targeted by enemy bombers.

This anxiety found expression in a variety of ways. In literature, for
example, there was a spate of novels and short stories that explored the
themes of aerial warfare and the fear of invasion. Some of these works,
such as H.G. Wells's "The Shape of Things to Come" and J.B. Priestley's
"Blackout in Gretley," were highly critical of the government's handling of
the threat. Others, such as John Buchan's "The Three Hostages," were
more patriotic in tone, but they still reflected the public's deep-seated fears
about the future.

The fear of airborne attack also had a significant impact on architecture. In
the years leading up to the Second World War, there was a growing trend
towards building bomb-proof shelters and other forms of air raid protection.



This trend was particularly evident in public buildings and other high-profile
targets. The Bank of England, for example, was extensively reinforced with
concrete and steel in the 1930s. The new BBC headquarters in London
was also designed to withstand a direct hit from a bomb.

The fear of airborne attack also had a profound impact on military strategy.
In the years leading up to the Second World War, Britain invested heavily in
the development of anti-aircraft defenses. The Royal Air Force was also
expanded and modernized. These measures were designed to deter
potential aggressors and to protect the country from attack.

In the end, the fear of airborne attack proved to be well-founded. In
September 1940, the German Luftwaffe launched a massive bombing
campaign against Britain. The Blitz, as it became known, lasted for eight
months and caused widespread destruction and loss of life. However,
thanks to the country's extensive air defenses and the resilience of its
people, Britain was able to withstand the onslaught and emerge victorious
from the Second World War.

The fear of airborne attack has never completely disappeared. Even today,
the threat of aerial bombardment remains a major concern for governments
around the world. However, the lessons learned in inter-war Britain
continue to be relevant to the present day. By understanding the ways in
which this fear shaped society and culture, we can better prepare ourselves
to face the challenges of the future.

The fear of airborne attack was a major force in British society and culture
in the inter-war years. This fear had a profound impact on everything from
literature to architecture and military strategy. By understanding the ways in



which this fear shaped the past, we can better prepare ourselves to face
the challenges of the future.
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