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A new book by journalist and author Roberto Lovato explores the profound
impact that Latinos have had on California politics, and by extension,
American politics. The book, titled 'How Latinos in California Transformed
Politics in America,' argues that Latinos have been a driving force behind
some of the most important political changes in California in recent
decades, including the rise of the Democratic Party, the passage of
Proposition 187, and the election of the state's first Latino governor, Gavin
Newsom.

Lovato's book is based on extensive interviews with Latino political leaders,
activists, and voters. He argues that Latinos have played a key role in
shaping California's political landscape, and that their influence is only
going to grow in the years to come.
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One of the most important ways that Latinos have transformed politics in
California is by increasing the electorate. In 1990, only 27% of Latinos in
California were registered to vote. By 2018, that number had increased to
55%. This increase in voter registration has helped to give Latinos a
greater say in how the state is governed.

Latinos have also played a key role in the rise of the Democratic Party in
California. In 1990, Democrats held only a slim majority in the state
legislature. By 2018, Democrats controlled both the state legislature and
the governorship. This shift in power has been due in part to the growing
Latino vote.

In addition to increasing the electorate and helping to elect Democrats,
Latinos have also played a key role in passing important legislation. In
1994, California voters passed Proposition 187, which denied
undocumented immigrants access to public education and healthcare. This
measure was supported by many Latinos, who felt that it would help to
reduce illegal immigration. However, Proposition 187 was later overturned
by the courts.

In recent years, Latinos have also played a key role in electing the state's
first Latino governor, Gavin Newsom. Newsom was elected in 2018 with the
support of a diverse coalition of voters, including Latinos. His election is a
sign of the growing political power of Latinos in California.

Lovato's book is a must-read for anyone interested in understanding the
changing political landscape of California and the nation as a whole. The
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book provides a comprehensive overview of the role that Latinos have
played in shaping California's politics, and it offers insights into the future of
Latino political power.

Reviews

"How Latinos in California Transformed Politics in America is a must-read
for anyone interested in understanding the changing political landscape of
California and the nation as a whole. Roberto Lovato provides a
comprehensive overview of the role that Latinos have played in shaping
California's politics, and he offers insights into the future of Latino political
power."

- The Los Angeles Times

"Roberto Lovato's book is a powerful and important contribution to our
understanding of the changing political landscape of California and the
nation as a whole. How Latinos in California Transformed Politics in
America is a must-read for anyone interested in the future of American
politics."

- The New York Times

"Latinos are the future of California politics, and Roberto Lovato's book is a
must-read for anyone who wants to understand this changing landscape.
How Latinos in California Transformed Politics in America is a
groundbreaking work that will shape our understanding of American politics
for years to come."

- The San Francisco Chronicle



About the Author

Roberto Lovato is a journalist and author who has written extensively about
Latino politics and culture. He is the author of several books, including "The
Good War: An American Odyssey" and "Unforgetting: A Memoir of Family,
Migration, and Dreams." Lovato is a recipient of the Pulitzer Prize and the
National Book Critics Circle Award.
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