
John Quincy Adams and the Making of
American Global Empire
John Quincy Adams was the sixth president of the United States, serving
from 1825 to 1829. He was a diplomat, statesman, and orator who played a
major role in shaping the foreign policy of the United States during the early
19th century.
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Adams was born in Braintree, Massachusetts, in 1767. His father, John
Adams, was a prominent lawyer and politician who later became the
second president of the United States. Adams received a classical
education at Harvard College, and he then studied law at the University of
Leiden in the Netherlands.

Adams began his political career as a diplomat. He served as the United
States minister to the Netherlands from 1794 to 1797, and then as the
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minister to Prussia from 1797 to 1801. In 1801, Adams was elected to the
United States Senate, where he served until 1808.

In 1809, Adams was appointed by President James Madison as the United
States minister to Russia. He served in this post until 1814, and during this
time he played a key role in negotiating the Treaty of Ghent, which ended
the War of 1812.

In 1817, Adams was appointed by President James Monroe as the United
States Secretary of State. He served in this post until 1825, and during this
time he played a major role in shaping the foreign policy of the United
States. Adams was a strong supporter of American expansionism, and he
believed that the United States had a duty to spread its values and
institutions around the world.

Adams's foreign policy was based on the idea of "national honor." He
believed that the United States should always act in a way that would
uphold its reputation and prestige. Adams was also a strong supporter of
the Monroe Doctrine, which declared that the United States would not
tolerate any further European intervention in the Americas.

Adams's foreign policy was not without its critics. Some people accused
him of being too aggressive and expansionist. However, Adams's policies
helped to establish the United States as a major world power.

Adams died in 1848, at the age of 80. He is buried in the Adams family
crypt in Quincy, Massachusetts.

Legacy



John Quincy Adams is remembered as one of the most important figures in
American foreign policy. His policies helped to shape the United States' role
in the world, and his legacy continues to influence American foreign policy
today.

Adams was a strong believer in American exceptionalism. He believed that
the United States was a uniquely virtuous nation that had a duty to spread
its values and institutions around the world. Adams's belief in American
exceptionalism has been a major theme in American foreign policy ever
since.

Adams was also a strong supporter of the Monroe Doctrine. The Monroe
Doctrine declared that the United States would not tolerate any further
European intervention in the Americas. The Monroe Doctrine has been a
cornerstone of American foreign policy for over 200 years.

Adams's foreign policy was not without its critics. Some people accused
him of being too aggressive and expansionist. However, Adams's policies
helped to establish the United States as a major world power.

Adams is a complex and controversial figure. He was a brilliant diplomat
and statesman, but he was also a ruthless and ambitious politician.
Adams's legacy is a mixed one, but there is no doubt that he was one of
the most important figures in American history.

**Alt attributes for images:**

* **John Quincy Adams.jpg:** John Quincy Adams, the sixth president of
the United States, was a strong supporter of American expansionism. *
**Treaty of Ghent.jpg:** The Treaty of Ghent, which ended the War of 1812,



was negotiated by John Quincy Adams. * **Monroe Doctrine.jpg:** The
Monroe Doctrine, which declared that the United States would not tolerate
any further European intervention in the Americas, was a cornerstone of
John Quincy Adams's foreign policy.
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