Migrant Domestics and the Newly Rich: A Tale
of Two Taiwans
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In the last two decades, Taiwan has undergone a dramatic economic
transformation. The island nation has become one of the richest countries
in Asia, and its newfound wealth has created a growing demand for migrant
domestic workers. These workers, who come from countries such as
Indonesia, the Philippines, and Vietnam, provide essential services to
Taiwanese families, such as childcare, eldercare, and housework.

However, the relationship between migrant domestic workers and their
employers is often fraught with tension. Migrant domestic workers are often
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paid low wages, work long hours, and live in cramped and unsanitary
conditions. They are also vulnerable to abuse and exploitation.
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In her new book, *Migrant Domestics and Newly Rich Employers in
Taiwan*, Dr. Pei-Chia Lan explores the complex relationship between
migrant domestic workers and their employers. Lan argues that the
economic inequality between Taiwan and its neighboring countries is a
major factor in the exploitation of migrant domestic workers. She also
examines the role of gender and race in shaping the relationship between
these two groups.

The Economic Divide

Taiwan's economic growth has been driven by a number of factors,
including its export-oriented economy and its highly educated workforce.
However, the benefits of economic growth have not been evenly
distributed. The gap between the rich and the poor has widened in recent
years, and many migrant domestic workers come from poor families in their
home countries.
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The economic divide between Taiwan and its neighboring countries is a
major factor in the exploitation of migrant domestic workers. Migrant
domestic workers are often paid low wages because they are seen as a
cheap source of labor. They are also vulnerable to abuse and exploitation
because they are often undocumented and do not have access to legal
protections.

Gender and Race

Gender and race also play a role in shaping the relationship between
migrant domestic workers and their employers. Migrant domestic workers
are predominantly female, and they are often seen as being less capable
than male workers. They are also often discriminated against because of
their race.

The gendered and racialized nature of the migrant domestic worker
industry has a number of negative consequences for migrant domestic
workers. Migrant domestic workers are often paid less than male workers,
and they are more likely to be subjected to abuse and exploitation. They
are also more likely to be isolated and lonely, as they often do not have
friends or family in Taiwan.

The Future of Migrant Domestic Work in Taiwan

The demand for migrant domestic workers in Taiwan is likely to continue to
grow in the coming years. As Taiwan's population ages, the need for
eldercare services will increase. Additionally, more and more Taiwanese
women are entering the workforce, which will create a demand for childcare
services.



However, the future of migrant domestic work in Taiwan is uncertain. The
government is under pressure to improve the working conditions of migrant
domestic workers, but it is unclear whether it will be able to do so.
Additionally, the rise of anti-immigrant sentiment in Taiwan could make it
more difficult for migrant domestic workers to find work.

The relationship between migrant domestic workers and their employers in
Taiwan is a complex one. It is shaped by a number of factors, including the
economic divide between Taiwan and its neighboring countries, gender and
race, and the government's policies.

The future of migrant domestic work in Taiwan is uncertain. However, it is
clear that the demand for migrant domestic workers will continue to grow in
the coming years. It is essential that the government takes steps to improve
the working conditions of migrant domestic workers and to protect their
rights.
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