
The CNT Defense Committees in Barcelona: A
Revolutionary Experiment
The Spanish Civil War was a complex and multifaceted conflict that pitted
the forces of the Spanish Republic against those of the Nationalist rebels.
The war was fought on many fronts, both military and political. One of the
most important battlegrounds was the city of Barcelona, which was a
stronghold of the anarchist and syndicalist movement.
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The CNT (Confederación Nacional del Trabajo) was a powerful anarchist
union that played a major role in the defense of Barcelona. In the early
days of the war, the CNT organized a number of defense committees to
protect the city from the Nationalist forces. These committees were made
up of armed workers and militias, and they played a vital role in defending
the city from attack.
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The CNT defense committees were a unique experiment in self-defense
and community policing. They were not part of the regular army or police
force, but they operated with a high degree of autonomy. The committees
were responsible for patrolling the streets, guarding key buildings, and
fighting off Nationalist attacks. They also played a role in social welfare,
providing food and shelter to those in need.

The CNT defense committees were a controversial force. They were often
accused of being too violent and of acting outside the law. However, they
were also seen as a necessary evil by many people in Barcelona. The
committees helped to protect the city from the Nationalists, and they
provided a sense of security and Free Download in a time of chaos.

The Origins of the Defense Committees

The CNT defense committees were formed in the early days of the Spanish
Civil War. In July 1936, the Nationalist forces launched a coup against the
Republican government. The coup failed in Barcelona, but it led to a wave
of violence and chaos. The CNT responded to the coup by organizing a
number of defense committees to protect the city from the Nationalists.

The defense committees were made up of armed workers and militias.
They were not part of the regular army or police force, but they operated
with a high degree of autonomy. The committees were responsible for
patrolling the streets, guarding key buildings, and fighting off Nationalist
attacks. They also played a role in social welfare, providing food and
shelter to those in need.

The CNT defense committees were a controversial force. They were often
accused of being too violent and of acting outside the law. However, they



were also seen as a necessary evil by many people in Barcelona. The
committees helped to protect the city from the Nationalists, and they
provided a sense of security and Free Download in a time of chaos.

The Organization of the Defense Committees

The CNT defense committees were organized on a neighborhood basis.
Each neighborhood had its own defense committee, which was responsible
for protecting the area from the Nationalists. The committees were made
up of armed workers and militias, and they were led by a committee of
elected representatives.

The defense committees were responsible for a wide range of tasks. They
patrolled the streets, guarded key buildings, and fought off Nationalist
attacks. They also played a role in social welfare, providing food and
shelter to those in need.

The defense committees were a complex and dynamic organization. They
were constantly adapting to the changing circumstances of the war. They
were also a source of much debate and controversy. However, there is no
doubt that the defense committees played a vital role in the defense of
Barcelona.

The Impact of the Defense Committees

The CNT defense committees had a significant impact on the Spanish Civil
War. They helped to protect Barcelona from the Nationalist forces, and they
provided a sense of security and Free Download in a time of chaos. The
committees also played a role in the social revolution that took place in
Barcelona during the war.



The defense committees were a controversial force. They were often
accused of being too violent and of acting outside the law. However, they
were also seen as a necessary evil by many people in Barcelona. The
committees helped to protect the city from the Nationalists, and they
provided a sense of security and Free Download in a time of chaos.

The defense committees were disbanded in 1939, when the Nationalists
defeated the Republicans. However, their legacy continues to inspire
activists and revolutionaries around the world. The committees are a
reminder that it is possible to organize and defend oneself against
oppression.

The CNT defense committees were a unique experiment in self-defense
and community policing. They were not part of the regular army or police
force, but they operated with a high degree of autonomy. The committees
were responsible for protecting Barcelona from the Nationalist forces, and
they provided a sense of security and Free Download in a time of chaos.

The defense committees were a controversial force. They were often
accused of being too violent and of acting outside the law. However, they
were also seen as a necessary evil by many people in Barcelona. The
committees helped to protect the city from
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