
The Paideia Way of Classical Education:
Giants in the History of Education
The Paideia Way of classical education is a time-tested approach to
learning that emphasizes the study of great books, critical thinking, and the
cultivation of virtue. Rooted in the educational philosophies of ancient
Greece and Rome, the Paideia approach has been refined and developed
over centuries by some of the most influential educators in history.
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From Socrates to Plato to Aristotle, the Renaissance humanists to
Enlightenment thinkers, the Paideia Way has shaped the minds of some of
the greatest scholars, scientists, statesmen, and artists the world has ever
known. In this article, we will explore the principles, methods, and impact of
the Paideia approach, providing valuable insights for educators, parents,
and students alike.
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The Principles of Paideia

The Paideia Way is based on the following principles:

The study of great books: Paideia educators believe that the best
way to educate students is to expose them to the great works of
literature, philosophy, history, and science. These works contain
timeless truths and insights that can help students understand the
human condition and develop their own values and beliefs.

Critical thinking: Paideia educators emphasize the importance of
critical thinking skills. Students are taught to read closely, analyze
arguments, and evaluate evidence. This helps them to develop the
ability to think for themselves and to make informed decisions.

The cultivation of virtue: Paideia educators believe that education
should not only develop students' intellects but also their moral
character. Students are taught the importance of virtues such as
courage, justice, temperance, and wisdom.

The Methods of Paideia

The Paideia approach uses a variety of methods to teach students,
including lectures, discussions, and Socratic questioning. Lectures are
used to introduce new material and to provide students with a foundation of
knowledge. Discussions allow students to explore different perspectives
and to develop their own ideas. Socratic questioning is a method of
teaching that uses questions to lead students to a deeper understanding of
the material.

The Impact of Paideia



The Paideia Way of classical education has had a profound impact on
Western civilization. The great thinkers and leaders who have been
educated in the Paideia tradition have made significant contributions to the
arts, sciences, and political thought.

In the ancient world, the Paideia approach was used to educate the ruling
class of Athens. This education helped to produce some of the greatest
minds in history, including Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. These
philosophers developed ideas that have shaped Western thought for
centuries.

During the Renaissance, the Paideia approach was revived by humanists
such as Erasmus and Vittorino da Feltre. These educators believed that the
study of classical texts could help to revive the spirit of ancient Greece and
Rome. The humanists' work helped to lay the foundation for the scientific
revolution and the Enlightenment.

In the modern world, the Paideia approach is still used by many schools
and colleges. Educators who use this approach believe that it provides
students with the best possible foundation for success in college and in life.

The Paideia Way of classical education is a time-tested approach to
learning that has produced some of the greatest minds in history. The
principles, methods, and impact of the Paideia approach are still relevant
today. Educators, parents, and students who are interested in providing a
well-rounded education should consider the benefits of the Paideia Way.
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